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How Many People Can the Earth Support?

This article briefly reviews the history of world population growth and gives a discussion about how uncertain
the future human population would be. In coping with rapid growth of world population,experts suggest three
things, namely, improving technology, reducing material wants and encouraging better manners. The author
then answers the question “How Many People Can the Earth Support” by examining the past estimates which
have ranged widely from 1 billion to more than 1 trillion people, and by refining the question into a host of
thorny issues in the context of the pyramid of population, economy, environment and culture. Earth’s human
carrying capacity, which, the author argues, will be determined not only by natural constraints but also by
human choice, is therefore dynamic and uncertain.

Author: Joel E. Cohen is head of the Laboratory of Populations at Rockefeller University.
Translator; Chen Wei is associate professor, Institute of Population Research, People’s University of China.



